ISPS HANDA VISION CuP 2024

Staged at SiiBenbrunn in Vienna, Austria, this edition of the prestigious ISPS Handa Vision
Cup may hereafter be remembered as TheMiracle of Vienna - Das Wunder von Vien, due
to an incredible final day comeback to snatch victory from the jaws of defeat
reminiscent of the famous Miracle of Medinah in the Ryder Cup.

Background:

The ISPS Handa Vision Cup is a prestigious golf competition for blind golfers, organised by
the International Blind Golf Association (IBGA). Every two years since 2013, the best blind
golfers (and their sighted guides) from North America (Team NA, with players from USA &
Canada) have competed against Team Rest of the World (Team ROW, which this time
included players from Austria, Korea, Israel, Italy, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, England
and Wales) in a match play format. The venue for this special event alternates between
North America and international locations, giving the competition a global and diverse
dimension. The competition is based on the famous Ryder Cup, in which the best
professional golfers from the USA and Europe compete against each other on a team basis.

This year, this important event took place in Austria for the first time. Sponsored by the
IBGA, the Austrian Blind Golf Association (ABGA) and the Austrian Golf Association (OGV)
were delighted to host the Vision Cup 2024 from 24 to 26 July at Golfclub Wien Suenbrunn.
This event was supported by aspern Seestadt, a pioneering urban development project in
Vienna, which became the participants’' home base during the tournament.

The Vision Cup has been held on five previous occasions: 2013 in Columbus, Georgia/USA;
2015 in Cantu/Italy; 2017 in Creston, British Columbia/Canada; 2019 in Portmarnock,
Ireland; and 2022 in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida/USA. Team ROW won the trophy in 2013
and retained it until 2022 when Team NA won it for the first time, making Team NA the
defending champions.

Before the event, the players and their sighted guides received well-wishes from many
parties, not least of which was a tremendous heart-felt video message from the recently-
victorious European Ryder Cup captain, Luke Donald, in which he wished both sides
everything of the best. This again emphasized the importance of this event to all involved.

Development:

On the practice day, some visually impaired people were also able to take their first golf
swings during a try-out lesson with golf pro Clemens Gaster and helpers, surprising
themselves and all those present, who were reminded of their first golf swings.

The successful para-ski alpine athlete Viktoria Aigner also took part for the first time in line
with her motto ‘There's no such thing as can't be done’ and was immediately gripped by the
ambition to let the ball fly.



Competition Day 1:

The ISPS Handa Vision Cup 2024 at GC Wien Sufenbrunn started with the official welcome
by OGV President Gerhard Friihling, who welcomed the participants and their guides to
Vienna together with IBGA Chairman and OGV Disabled squad player Karin Becker and Ernst
Nevrivy, head of the 22nd district of Vienna Donaustadt. Club manager Gerhard Becher and
his team ensured perfect preparation on and off the course and were always on hand to lend
a helping hand.

The first of the eight Pinehurst foursomes matches teed off at 11:00 a.m, with the defending
champions from Team NA leading the way. A brief downpour cooled things down at the start,
but the rain jackets only made a brief appearance. Austria’s duo took to the course in the
first flight. However, Becker and Gerhard Bergant had to concede the match on hole 17
after a long fight against the talented Tyler Cashman and Kevin McBride.

The day proved to be a good one for the defending champions, with Team NA taking a 5-3
lead into the second day.

Competition Day 2:

Perfect golfing weather and great playing conditions awaited the players on day two, where
another eight Pinehurst foursomes matches took place.

Despite many close matches, four of which went all the way to the 18th hole, it was Team
NA that again dominated. The only one of the eight matches won by Team ROW was due to
Korean In Chan Cho who was partnered with former World B1 Champion, Zohar Sharon from
Isreal.

This gave Team NA a 5 point lead, 10 2 -5% to take into the final day’s singles matches.

The Final Day:

Team ROW knew they would need to get off to a very fast start if they were to have any
chance of clawing their way back into the competition, and that is exactly what they
did.After taking three of the first four points played for (B3 category) and the same in the
next (B2) category, the game was on. Karin Becker took the first of the ladies matches and
scores were tied.

Team ROW then slowly pushed ahead and when Team NA’s talented youngster, Amanda
Cunha, tied her match with Team ROW'’s Charlene Pienaar, it all came down to the final B1
match btween Team ROW'’s Alejandro de Miguel and Team NA’s Mario Tobia. Holding his
nerve down the par 5 16th hole, with a large gallery of spectators following the last match
on the course, de Miguel took the hole to win the match and give Team ROW the decisive
point to regain the trophy.

What went down in history as the Miracle of Medinah at the Ryder Cup was repeated at the
Vision Cup 2024.

De Miguel returned to the clubhouse to a great reception, where the winners were
congratulated by all.



Congratulations also go to the team captains and vice-captains: John Eakin, Andy Gilford
and Karin Becker (Team ROW) and Greg Hooper (non-playing captain) and Kiefer Jones
(Team NA), for all of the effort and encouaragement the provided throughout.

The winners were awarded medals from the Austrian Golf Association and the Vision Cup
trophy. All participants expressed their gratitude to the organisers and the host club. OGV
Vice-President Alexandra Hardegg and Club President Linda Nolscher together with IBGA
Board Member Karin Becker officiated at the award ceremony.

Afterwards a delicious traditional Austrian meal, with Wiener Schnitzel and Tafelspitz was
served in the clubhouse to celebrate three intense but enjoyable days of golf for everyone
involved.

Conclusion:

A special thanks goes to all those who contributed to the success of this event, without such
generous people none of this would have been possible.

A particular thanks was expressed by the players to their wonderful guides.



